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Hope Within a Crazy
World
With each passing day, there are more and more disturbing news
reports of violence. Pastor explains how we can live without fear or
anxiety, even in the midst of our chaotic world.
We are living in a crazy time in the
history of the world when security and
safety is at a premium. As all of you
know, a man from New Braunfels shot
and killed 26 people and wounded 20
others in Sutherland Springs, just an
hour’s drive from San Marcos. We
sometimes expect mass shootings and
unprecedented violence to happen in
places like New York City or Los
Angeles, but not in rural south central
Texas. We will likely never know what
caused Devin Kelley to commit such a
heinous act. It could have been any
number of things. In moments like
these, we must be honest with
ourselves and come to the realization
that this very same tragedy could
happen at our church. This could
happen at any house of worship. What
God is for, Satan will always seek to
destroy. If Satan can not destroy the
church from within, he will seek to
destroy her from the outside.
It is my belief that though we live in
dangerous times, we do not need to

live in fear or paranoia. Paul said in 2
Timothy 1:7 (NKJV) “For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.” We
do need to be prepared, however. At
Calvary, we are seeking wisdom in
order to be the safest environment for
our people, while still being open to
minister to strangers. People need the
Lord and we are called to reach out to
them with the grace, forgiveness, and
hope that is only found in Christ.
When I was a little boy, Hurricane Carla
blew through the Pasadena area. The
winds were fierce and the rainfall
caused flooding that surrounded our
home and community. In the midst of
the storm, I ran to my dad and curled
up in bed with him. He was the person
I had the most faith in to protect me.
Pa was not a man of large stature, but
to me, he was mighty. I knew that if
he was not worried about the storm,
then I should not be either. It was his
assurance and love for me that let me
know everything was going to be okay,

Church Events
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College Party @ CBC

12.2

Kid’s Praise Rehearsal
Bridal Shower for
Miranda Champion

12.3

Kid’s Praise Program

12.9

Couples II Christmas
Party

12.10 Giving Hope
12.11 Angel Tree Party
12.15 Music Ministry Party
12.16 Men’s Breakfast
Adult Choir Practice
Shop Til You Drop
12.17 Adult Choir Performance
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12.22 Office Closes @ Noon
12.24 Candlelight Service
12.27 No PM Activities

even in the chaos happening
around me. We need to
remember that even in the
chaos, God is still sovereign.
He is totally in control and
aware of all the events
happening in the world
today. He is our heavenly
Father who cares for and
loves his children deeply. His
love for us is unequaled by
anyone or anything else in
this world. He is preparing
for us a new world and a new
home where these problems
created by sin will no longer
exist.
This time of year brings his
great love for us to the
forefront. Remember John
3:16, “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only
Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but
have eternal life.” God
came to earth in human form
to overcome the sin problem
that plagues us. Through
Him, we are more than
conquerors over the troubles
of this life, over sin, and over
death. As believers in the
Lord Jesus, we are not
forsaken but are embraced
with power and love by the
Savior.
To combat the tendency
toward fear or anxiety about
current events, we must pray
and seek God’s guidance
every day. When we are in
fellowship with the Lord, we
hear and recognize his voice,
which allows him to give us
the peace and assurance that
we lack. Being in the Word
allows us to know and
understand his character and
the promises he has made to
his people. Knowing him
intimately gives us
confidence in our God and
his ability and willingness to
take care of us.
We must also be prepared
for the attacks of the Enemy.
Satan is real. He hates us
because we belong to God
and will do anything to bring
us to destruction. If we have
given our lives to Christ and

are filled with his Spirit,
Satan can not have us, but
he is the expert in
devastation. Study
Ephesians 6:10-18. Know
what it says and be prepared
to wage war “against the
rulers, against the
authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly places.” (Eph.
6:12)
Finally, it is essential that we
understand the end game.
No matter what happens
presently, in the end, we are
still on the winning side.
God and his kingdom are the
only victors. In the song,
“Sing to the King” that we
sing during Sunday worship
service, there is a lyric that
says, “Satan is vanquished
and Jesus is King!” This is
what we trust in, that one
day, Satan will be defeated
forever and our King Jesus
will be lifted up as the
rightful ruler over the New
Heaven and the New Earth.
Until then, those who die in
Christ are immediately in his
presence, living in a world
that we long for on this side
of Heaven.
Remember that our Enemy
is real but our Savior is also
real and he is greater than
our Enemy. Praise God for
Christmas, when Hope
manifested himself in the
form of a baby boy who
would grow up to be our
sacrificial Lamb.

Help decorate our sanctuary this season with
poinsettias dedicated to the memory or in honor of
a loved one. Look for a display in the foyer with
information slips and a drop box.

The Angel Tree Party is on 12/11 at 7:00
pm. Please return gifts to the Angel Tree
in the foyer by Sunday 12/10. If you have
questions, please contact Miranda at
512-353-8540 or by email at
miranda@calvarysanmarcos.com

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
Join us for a beautiful evening of
worship as we celebrate the true Gift
of Christmas.
Sunday, 12/24, 6:00pm

Keep the faith,
Bro. D

Join us for Caroling!
December 17, 5:00 pm
Fellowship at the Sones’ home to follow

A Christ-centered recovery program for anyone dealing
with Hurts, Habits, or Hang-Ups
Meeting Tuesdays @6:30 PM
(6:00 for Dinner)
All Group Discussion are Confidential
“Celebration Place” is an ongoing program for kids
“The Landing” is an ongoing program for teens.
Visit celebraterecovery@calvarysanmarcos.com or contact
Johnny Young or Chanin Young @ 830-221-8307

Shop Til
You Drop
Dec 16, 2-6 pm
Drop your children off at CBC
so they can have some fun while
you finish up some last minute
Christmas shopping. Infants
thru 5th grade welcome. Sign
up on the CBC Kids Facebook
Page or see Miranda.

MEETING 12/4 & 12/18
@ 2:00 PM—in Fellowship Area
A ministry to premature babies and their families.
We meet twice monthly on the first and third
Mondays of the month.
For more information contact Diana Owen @ 512-787-8497

Henry’s Cafe

Mark Your Calendars...


The CBC offices will reopen from the holiday break on Tuesday, January 2
with regular hours.



There will be a Youth Movie Night on January 4 at CBC. Please see Andrew
for details.



January 7, CBC will have a beginning of the year Prayer Night. It is a great
way to start our year off as the body of Christ by going before the Lord
together.



Join us on January 14 at 6 pm for our annual CBC Chili Cook-off! Enter
your best pot of chili for a to win a prize. There will be three categories, mild,
medium, and hot.



The Women’s Ministry is planning an outing to Painting With A Twist in
New Braunfels on Saturday, January 27. P.W.A.T. is a guided painting class
led by an experienced art teacher. No painting skills or experience needed.
More details to come!

December 2017

Calvary Events Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1 Jeanine

2 Melanie

8 Samantha

9 Danny

Seale
Della Uhr

3 Katy Henry 4 Gabriel
Josh Kidd
Sarah Beth
Rice

Cunnion
Brooklyn
Doring

5

6 Gary

Hamilton
Dale Haney

7

Threads of
Love
10

Evangelina
Leos

Giving
Hope
17 Nancy
Rodriguez

11
Angel Tree
Party

12 Doug

MartinZapata
Whitaker
Francisco
Pena
Daniel Walker

18

19 William
Clardy
Deborah
Skruhak

Caroling
(PM)

7:00pm
Outreach/Visitation

24 No

25 Lou Gold 26

31 Luanne

Caraway
Eddie Oliphant
Kathy Turner’

14 Jack

Caraway
Garrett Dull

Canales
Gayle
Champion
Bob Ingle
Gaye Smith

20 Christian
Jeanes

Kids &
Youth
Christmas
Parties
27

21 Nancy
Scroggins
Mark Spire

Gold
Zula Swan

Rodriguez
Shane Scott

Joy Class
Party
Couples II
Party

15 Sharon Critz 16
Music
Ministry
Party

Men’s
Breakfast
Choir Dress
Rehearsal
Shop Til You
Drop

22 Alex

23

7:00pm
Outreach/Visitation

Adult Choir Threads of
Love
Program

Sunday
School
Candlelight
Service

13 Jacob

Sat

Sandoval

CBC Offices
Close @
Noon
28

29

CBC Offices CLOSED

30 Ben Cortez

